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SNOW NOTES 


The first spot news from your Clair 
Tappaan Lodge correspondent concerns 
snow conditions, The snow is now ten 
to twelve feet in depth, and if it 
continues to build up, we may have to 
move entrances to the second floor or 
build block-long tunnels, 

As a general rule, skiing is excel~ 
lent, although an unusually high per- 
centage of the storms so far this 
year have had their origin in the 
central Pacific and have brought wet 
snow to rain instead ef the cold, dry 
powder snow of the Aleutian storms. 


However, this means a heavy, solid . 
pack of snow and will assure good 
skiing until probably late in May or 


June. Clear days should bring spectacu- 
lar shooting for the camera enthusiasts. 

One problem arising from the heavy 
snowfall has been the parking of auto~ 
mobiles on the Denner Summit, Almost 
continuous storms have required the 
snow removal equipment to. be fully oc- 
cupied keeping the highways clear, 
postponing the clearing of parking 
areas. 
February 7 of the Highway Department 
and representatives from the ledges 
on the summit to discuss this situa- 
tion. All our members, however, have 
managed without too much difficulty to 
dig out their own parking spaces in 
the snow banks, 

We are happy to report that Beb 
Ruedy, our cook, is back from the hospi~ 
tal; and we are all grateful to the 
three Broadwells and Robin welch for 
carrying on in the culinary department 
in Bob's absence, —Jim Vantosilcabi 


A meeting will be held Tuesday, . 


' Appalachian Club, 
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MT, McKINLEY EXPEDITION 


Einar Nilsson brings to fellow Sierrans 
his Kodachromes of the expedition to 
Mt. McKinley in 1942, This was a trip 
ta test Army equipment for arctic maneu- 
vers, Einar will particularly give us 
pointers on camping under severe snow 
conditions, which should preve helpful ” 
to winter mount&ineering expeditions in 
the much more accessible Sierra Nevada, 
We are ‘delighted that Einar has con- 
sented to show his pictures, and they 
are certainly some everyone will want’ 
to see-=not-to, mention hearing Einar 
tell of his experiences on Mt. McKinley, 
Cluk members and their friends are 
all invited to this extremely interest~ 
ing program which is sponsored by the 


. Hucational Committee, 


Time: 8 PM, Tuesday, February 1 

Place: Everett Junior High School 
16th’ and Church Streets 
San Francisco, 


JOSEPH N, LE CONTE 


It was with great sorrow that his many . 
friends heard of the death last week, of 
Professor Joseph N, LeConte,. charter 
member and Honorary President of the 
Sierra Club, Although he had been re-= 
tired and living in Carmel for some ten 
years, "Little Joe" was always very 
close to the Sierra Club, Even those 


-. whe did not know him personally knew 


his name and revered it. A distin- _ 
guished scientist, he was noted chiefly 


‘among the members for his early exploits 


in mountaineering, and for his contri~ 
butions to the Club's development for 
many years, He was a member also of 

of the American Alpine Club and the 

A well beloved figure 
in our.Club's history, his loss aa ie 
deeply felt, ae 


COCTODO Eee 


STIRRA CLUB YODSLar 

A semi-monthnly publication of the San 
Francisco Day Chapter. Address. all com- 
munications to: Yodeleditor, Sierra 
Club, 1050 Iiills Tower, San Francisco ), 


Subscription: 31.00 per year (20 issues) 


Yodeler Staff 
Vivian Schagen, Editor 

Joan Altieri Polly Dyer 
Robert A. Brewer Jean C. Gilfillan 
Cicely Christy Harriet T. Farsons 
Carolyn Crowley John TP, Schagen 
Richard. K, Dilley largaret P, Shaub 

Mary B. Van Vyek 


Next Deadline: 
Monday, February 20, 1950, 6 2B: 


— — — 
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ASTRONOLICAL SOCILTY OF THD PACIFIC 
announces a lecture by Dr. Harold F, 
Weaver, astronomer of Lick Ol ser ratory, 

to be given at the Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company auditorium, 25 Market Street, 

San Francisco, on Friday, February 17, 

at 8 Pil. The subject, "The Planets", will 
be illustrated with lantern slides, 
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Sierra Club 


FOR SALE: the following 
Bulletins: 

Vol. I, nicely bound. 

a high rare book value. 
Vol. VII, No. 2 (June, 1909) 


Fine condition; has 

Price 325.00 
6.00 
4.00 
3.50 
3.50 


Voh. IX, No. h 
Vou \ XE, No..:3//, 2922) 
Vol. XII, No.3 (1926) 
Write Chester Versteeg, 328 Pacific 
Mutual Building, Los ‘Angeles, 


{Jan., 1915) 
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CALIFORIIA ACADILY OF SCISNCES announces 
a program to be given at North American 
Hall, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, on 


wednesday, February 15 at 8 Pill, Bradford 


Washburn, well known mountaineer, will show 


his latest motion pictures of Mount licKin- 
ley. The meeting is open to the public 
without charge. 


Bihar a hs Sea Ge, 
YODELER lears with tegret of the death 
of Fred i, Foxworthy of Berkeley, member 
of the Sierra Club since 1923, and of 


SECOND OSTRANDZR EXPEDITION PLANNGD 


Arrangements are already being made for 
a second ski-touring trip to the Ostrander 
Hut, The dates, March 11 and 12; the 
leaders: Suzanne Bond and Rita .ieland. 
As the hut has accommodations for only 
23 people, reservations are on a first 
come, first served basis. 

Make your reservations by postal card 
with Rita ‘Tieland, 163), walnut Street, 
Berkeley. Please give your address and - 
telephone number, and indicate whether 
you need a ride or can take passengers, 


EASTER VACATION IN LOWER CALIFORNIA 


Would you like to go even further south 

than Southern California? ‘We quote from 

the schedule of the Southern Chapter: 
"The Easter vacation period will be 

the best time of the year to visit _ 

this .semi-desert land. The scant 

winter rains will bring out the wild 
flowers in profusion, The bright sun- 
shine and the warm air will make it 
seem like a visit to some South Sea 

Island, 

Beyond Ensenada the party will be di- 

vided. Those making the climb up El 

Picacho del. Diablo will go to Rancho 

San Jose, where the 5-day hike to the 

summit and back will begin. This is 

the highest peak in Lower California. 

It will be a rugged climb, for exper- 

ienced hikers only. 

The beach party will visit various 

beaches along the coast, as far south 

as time permits. . There will be swim- 

ming, fishing and nightly campfires ° 

on lonely beaches. 

Leader: Roy Gorin, )))) North Griswold, 

San Fernando, California," 

Al Schmitz of the Bay Chapter wants to 
get together a party to join our Southern 
friends in'the clim of El Picacho del 
Diablo and, if possible, to spend a few 
additional days in Lower California to 
visit the beaches and the desert. Esti- 
mated duration of the trip would be from 
March 31 to April 15, If you're inter- 
ested, call Al Schmitz at KEllogg h-3857. 

ROCK CLIMBERS TO MEET IN MARCH 
The Rock Climbing Section invites all in- 
terested club members to its meeting on 
Thursday, March 9, to be held at the club 
offices at 8 PM. There will be talks and 
discussion on climbing equipment, and a 
showing of the Sierra Club color filn, 


Fred D. Fawcett of San Francisco, a recent "Skis to the Skyland", 


member but well known to local walkers, 


February 6, 1950. 
115 HANDBOOK IS 5B 


J hoe 


BING RoVIse 


omitted in the Handbook that 
should be included?’ 


What was 
you felt 
hat did 
mistake? 


Pg 


you find that you knew was a . 


Did you notice any typographical errors? 


If so, send your correction, addition, 

or revision to the Handbook Revision 
Committee, Sierra ‘Cub, 1050 liilis Tower, 
San Francisco he 


And quick! 
Thank you, 
AND’ AsO 


Guide to the’ John vir, Tres) 
is-in. the process of revision, the com- 
pleteness of which depends’ upon Sierra 
Club members... Contributions, from members 
will form the basis of this revision. 
Althouch grazing information seems es-= 
pecially: scarce, any and all help is 
sneeded, 


The Starr, 


There isn't much time to finish the job, 
rsKe) send your sugzested revisions: to 

~ David: NR. Forbes, Geolosy Department, . 
Stanford University; Stanford, California, 


Thank 3 you again. 


THE GOLDE N GATE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
cordially invites you 

to the FREE color motion picture — 
PAUL BUNYAN COUNTRY 

(Northern liinnesota and Wisconsin) 

by 
DR. JALTSR J. DRECKENRIDGE 
(Scientist, photographer, author, 


lecturer, and Director of the . 
Minnesota Museum of Natural History) 


on February 10, at 8 Bu 
at 

Westlake Junior High Auditorium 
2629 Harrison Street, Oakland 
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A CLIMBER'S GUIDE TO LOCAL ROCKS ° 


‘Part II (Concluded) Cragmont Rock 
by Dick Leonard. 


C7 - THE CAVE - 10/30/32 — Dick Leonard 
6th class = 103° ~.70t = Back*and-knee on 
the under side of an overhang. Severe 
exposure.» 

C6 a! It ANTLESHELE ~ 11/13/32. = Dick 
Leonar Class ~ 91° = 5! — Mmtile- 
shelf bachndaue oa a high-angle face onto 
a 6~inch ledge. 

("Mantleshelf technique'~-the method 
required to surmount narrow mantle- 
pieces without use of light fixtures, 
pictures, moldings, or other artificial 
holds not found in the field, - Ed.) 

C9 = THE PENDULUM - 11/30/32 — Jules 
Kichorn = Class = 103° 4 35t — Named 
from the 20-foot arc described as the 
climber falls, A. crack barely admitting 
the body on an overhanging face. The 
climb ends on m 18-inch ledge which must 
be reached by mantleshelf tochdime: 

C10 - TIPTOE T ee - = 12/18/32 - Dick 
Leonar th class = ~ 50! - The 
finest practice on the sf for balance 
climbing on half-inch holds on a high- 
angle face without adequate handholds. 

Cll = THE HONEYBEE ~ Ante 12/25/32 - 
6th class - 917 = 50! = Naned from the 
reason no ascents were made for 2 years 

(except by bees — a honey of a mnt 
Traverse of an overhanging face oni se 
relatively smal 1 holds, 

612 = "C-TVELVE" = 5/30/33 - Dick 
Leonard first up = lo descents as yet = 
6th class-=- 929 = 35! ~ Proper use of 
small holds on a high-angle face, involv- 
ing balance, speed, proper distribution 
and location of weight, and efficiency. 

C13 = THE NOSE = abt 1937'+ Dick 
Leonard = 6th class - 100° = )5t = Un- 
usual use of holds in coming out from 
under an overhang and then or to small 
holds above by use of. mantleshelf tech- 
nique, 

Cl) = CHIWELVE..TRAVERSE = abt 1937 

“Dick Leonard - 6th class ~ 92° - }\5" 
From the base of C9 across Cl2 toa — 
somewhat easier route on the overhang 
to the west of the C12 nose. 

C15 = STRAIGHT UP = abt 1937 = 
6th class = 90° = 50! - Face climb on a 
very high angle nine very small holds, 

C16 = C NINE AND SEVEN - abt 193) - 
6th class = 10 T= Altho not as 
delicate as some others, it is probably 
the most exhausting of nerve and 
muscle, Merely a combination, 
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Calendar 


February 17--Evening meeting, 7:30 PM . 

in 360 Mfilis Tower. Miss Catherine 
MeClellan of the University of California 
will give an illustrated talk on her two 
summers with Indians at the headwaters 

of the Yukon River, Canada, 

February 19--Trip to Moraga Ridge led 

by Malcolm Smith. -From San Francisco 

take 9:00 AM "C" train to 40th and Broad- - 
way, Oakland, where cars from the East Bay, 
ete., will meet at 9:25 AM. We will drive 
from theré, via Moraga Avenue and Park 
Boulevard, down to the store in Redwood 
Canyon where the short hike of five miles 
will begin. ; 

March 5--Trip in Bast Bay led by Wolet 
and Marshall Jencks, 


Narch 26-«Corral Hollow, if the season is 
Favorable. 


Hunting Fungi 


On January 29th twenty-five of us braved 
the cold in order to see how many differ- 
ent kinds of fungi could be found under 
the Douglas firs and redwoods between Pan 
Toll and liuir Woods. Dr. Adelia McCrea, 

a retired mycologist who is spending the 
winter here, pointed out the different 
kinds to us. As we numbered too many to 
crowd’ around one person on the narrow 
trail, we were happy that Phyllis Gardner, 
of the University of California and a club 
member, was also there to help with the 
determinations. At least thirty genera 
were recognized and only a very few were 
assigned to “Ignotus unfamiliaris" (by the 
more frivolous among us). We saw cup 
fungi, Peziza and the related Scodellina, 
These are Ascomycetes, as were also the 
Helvella and the "lumps of charcoal" 
(Daedinia concentrica) on the tree trunks. 
Representatives of eifht families of 
Basidiomycetes were noted. The jell; 
fungus, Tremella lutescens (TremelDaceae), 
was yellow, with an irregular convoluted 
surface, the entire exposed surface of 
whick is fertile. A puffball (Lycoper- 
diaceae), a Hydnum (Hydnaceae), with teeth: 
instead of gills, and a bolete (Boletacae), 
&@ rapidly decaying polypora, were seen by 
some. Three woody polypores (Polyporaceas) 
grew, somewhat shelf~like, on the bark of 
trees. One, Trametes subroseus, was a 
beautiful pinks one, Hymenochaeta taba- _ 
cina was oranges; and the common Polystic- 
tus versicolor is zonate, Very much like 
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Every once in a while the Library ‘ 
Committee is given a real tough problem, 
and now is such a time, 

It's the matter of whether the Club 
Library should be strictly a reference 
collection, or whether members should 
be permitted to borrow all but the most 
valuable books. 

There is much to be said on both sides 
of the question. Those "For Reference 
Only" point to the many volumes which 
are borrowed and not returned as, for 
exemple, two of the Club's three copies 
of the "Manual of Ski Mountaineering", 
two copies of Seligman's volume on: 
avalanches, one book on’ the Tetons, and 
so on, almost ad infinitum. They also 
mention the damage which home use brings 
to all books, and to the very important 
fact, that one never knows what volumes 
are going out of print, for instance, 
the first edition of "Up and Down Cali- 
fornia", Tank 

Then we have those Sierrans who thore 
oughtly enjoy browsing through the 
Club's books and who are unable to use 
the Library during business hours, 

They feel that this is one privilege of 
membership which should not be treated 
lightly. : 

If you have any feelings in the matter, 
let us know, Send all communications to 
Add-Libeing, care of the Sierra Club,and 


mail them so that they!1l reach us well 
before the next Board of Directors meethg 
May 6, when the Library Committee is due 
to report and recommend a policy on this 
vital subject. 


the latter but with the under surface 
smooth instead of polyporus, is Stereum 
hirsutum, which belongs to the family 
Thelephoraceae, The cream-colored Cla: 
varia cristata, with coral-like fingers, 
was the only member of the Clavariaceae 
noted, At least 20 kinds of mushrooms 

or gill fungi (Agaricaceae) were’ seen.’ 
Colors. seen included white, gray, pink, 
red, lavendar, tawny, bright yellow 
(poisonous Amanita junquillea), and green 
(Hygrophorus). The oysterghell fungus, 
Pleurotus ostreatus, is asymmetrical, the 
stalk coming out to one side. We had 

our eyes glued to the ground when some one 
said, "Look up {" and there were oyster~ 
shells on the bark of a dead tree far 
above our heads. 


73 laibaish 
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SHORTS ON THE LONG OF IT 


The schedule stated "experienced hikers 
only", and 32 of them followed Doctor 
Williams on a 16-mile hike beginning 

at Bottini on January 29th. The 

record rains provided a raging river 

in spite of the name of Lagunitas Creek, 
There was no rain that day and "Doc" was 
in his usual hiking attire of shorts and 
no shirt--in spite of traces of ice on 
the puddles underfoot. The going was a 
little slippery and muddy, but no one 
minded and all kept right behind the 
leader-—although most of them elected to 
take a "long=cut" where Doc forded the 
stream. A few trusty souls tried some 
rock=climbing as a compromise between 
fording and going over the hill, ably 
assisted by Doc wading under them and 
providing footholds. we followed 
Lagunitas Creek up to Alpine Dam, and 
then climbed up Cataract Gulch, with 

the views of the cascading falls one 

of the loveliest sights in Marin County, 
Laurel Dell for lunch--then we hiked 
through Barth's Retreat and over the 
Simmons Trail to the Mountain Theatre 
and via West Point and Mountain Home to 
Mill Valley. A beautiful day through 
gorgeous country. A very well led hike 
too=-and it couldn't have been too 
strenuous, because several hikers were 
spotted working off their surplus energy 
on the swings in the playground in 

Mill Valley) ~-Ramona Wascher 


16 MILLIMETER TRACKS 


Dave and Mildred Stearns! wildlife movies 
on Wednesday, January 25, left the 
audience with a yen to go and see too, 
Everyone marveled at the patience neces 
sary to obtain such wonderful shots of 
Mt. Diablo's deer, Point Reyes! sea lions, 
Glacier National Park's bear, and the 
antelope at play and at home on the Hart 
Mountain Antelope Range in Oregon. 

We saw buffalo, chipmunks, squirrels, 
and many different kinds of birds. 

Perhaps the best description of our 
reaction to this wonderful picture is 
to hope that when the Stearns! accumulate 
more wildlife friends on film they will 
share those with us too, 
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ARE YOU GOING TO CLIMB MT, UMUNHUM? 


Just a reminder that if you want a seat 

on the chartered bus for the Mt. Umunhum 
trip on February 19, please make your 
reservation at the club office before 
February 15! Price is $2.25 round trip-- 
see page 20 of your schedule for details. 
Here's your chance to do and see something 
really different--and maybe to find out 
how Umunhum got that name, 


FEBRUARY 5 =—- DAY OF WATERFALIS 


Those who looked out of the window on 
Sunday morning and let the weather keep 
them home, will be disappointed to know 
that there was not a drop of rain on 

the entire journey from Mill Valley to 
Kentfield. And those who were afraid 
that it was going ta be a "panty-waist" 
affair will be surprised to know that tle 
trip doubled in distance. In other words, 
don't always take the schedule literally 
as things happen that aren't scheduled. 

Five hikers started out from Mill Valley 
to see all of the high water on the moun- 
tain, though at the start Bootjack Creek 
was the only one scheduled. We did see 
it in all its glory—-thundering, roaring, 
plunging down-—-with a lot of little tri- 
butaries running in along its course. On 
arrival at Camp Van Wyck about 11:30 AM, 
the leader, Dora Smoker, calkd a eonfer- 
ence to discuss what we should do. (Who 
is it that puts in 8:25 Am for the start 
of these little walks anyway? Too éarly!) 
We decided to move on to West Point for 
lunch. 

Larry Armstrong persuaded us to try 
Colier Creek after lunch. Ye started up 
the Miller Trail:andvover the top, then 
down to Colier Springs. 

Here, living up to our reputation, we 
were separated; the leader and Frank Thias 
boomed down in regular Sierra Club fashion 
and we never saw them again, The rest of 
us enjoyed the beauty of Colier Creek all 
the way to the lake. The creek is a beau- 
tiful sight when flooding; it rolls in 
great falls all the way down, Those of us 
who have hiked in this country for years 
did not know a trail existed down there, 

Arriving at Lake Lagunitas, we looked, 
unsuccessfully, for our leader. Leaving 
the lake, we hiked to Camp Tucker to see 
a tremendous waterfall. Then, crossing 
another rushing stream down Ben Williams 
Gulch, we climbed to Blythdale Ridge, to 
Kentfield, and home. --Dick Monges 
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Laurel Hall 

2676 California Street 
(near Scott) 
San Francisco 
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